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06/07/20 

 

Dear Parent/ Carer 

We would like to take this opportunity to reiterate our ongoing gratitude to our 

community of families, friends and professionals for their continued support during 

this very challenging time.  

As we move towards the summer break, we thought it was important to write to you 

and clarify our plans for the summer holidays and the autumn term. We hope that 

the following overview will be of assistance in this process. Our overview includes the 

following sections:  

1.COVID-19 Prevention 

2.Risk assessments 

3.High medical needs  

4.Transition  

5.Attendance  

6.Transport  

7.Holiday arrangements.  

 

The actions and interventions outlined are based on guidance from central 

government and as such you may find it useful to follow the link below:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-

schools-and-other-specialist-settings/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-

other-specialist-settings.  

 

1. COVID-19 Prevention during the autumn term 2020-21: 

-We will minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who 

have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household 

who does, do not attend school. We will apply ongoing monitoring systems and in 

addition each class will be supplied with a digital thermometer to enable ongoing 

temperature checks.  

-We will ensure that hands are washed frequently and thoroughly. Signage 

throughout school has been applied and hand gel is readily available. ‘Coronavirus 

(COVID-19) is an easy virus to kill when it is on skin. This can be done with soap and water or 

hand sanitiser’ (See DfE guidance above).  

-We will promote good respiratory hygiene by encouraging the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ 

approach. We have installed bins with lids to assist in this process.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings
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-We will continue to enhance cleaning protocols, including cleaning frequently 

touched surfaces often. Signage has been applied to promote this approach. 

Classes and staff are supplied with Ozone Water (a safe disinfectant) and hygiene 

suites and toilets are supplied with anti- bacterial wipes.   

-We will continue to minimise contact between individuals and maintain social 

distancing wherever possible. A zone system has been applied and each zone has 

isolated classroom bubbles within. We are using 5 separate entrance/exits for each 

of the 5 zones www.castlehillschool.org.uk/summertransition. 
We will, where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE). 

We continue to follow Kirklees guidance related to the use of PPE. All forms of PPE 

are available for staff to use www.castlehillschool.org.uk/summertransition. 

NOTE:  

-Many of our students require a physical curriculum which helps them regulate and 

learn. The use of shared areas is essential in this process. Access to areas such as the 

Rebound Room, Chill Den, Sensory Room and Soft Play Area will, therefore, be 

permitted but restricted to specific essential user groups. Strict cleaning protocols will 

be applied before and after each visit.  We are aware that as a result of this process 

there will inevitably be some zonal crossover. We will, however, apply our best 

endeavours to ensure crossover is kept to a minimum. 

-Lunch will be served and eaten in classrooms. 

-Due to the risk associated with wet areas Hydrotherapy sessions will be cancelled. 

-Additionally, please be aware that  ‘All teachers and other staff can operate across different 

classes and year groups in order to facilitate the delivery of the timetable and specialist provision but 

should minimise the number of interactions or changes wherever possible’ (See DfE guidance above). 

2. Risk assessments: 
‘As part of planning for full return in the autumn term, it is a legal requirement that schools and trusts 

should revisit and update their risk assessments’(See DfE guidance above). 

Please be reassured that our whole school risk assessment will be updated to assist 

prevention protocols. Your class teacher will also be in touch to complete individual 

risk assessments before the summer break. This process will address the following 

areas:  

-Risk of social distancing being breached and actions to address this risk   

-Risk related to medical conditions and actions to address this risk.  

 

3. High medical needs:  

We will endeavour to ensure that as many students return to school in September as 

possible. Towards this time, we will be undertaking consultations with medical 

practitioners to assess each student’s need. Unfortunately, it may be the case that 

some students are unable to join their peers initially due to an increased risk to their 

own and others health. The capacity of school to apply recommended safety 

interventions for individual students may also determine whether attendance is 

possible. Where attendance is not possible, we will endeavour to provide an 

outreach service. Further details of this offer will be made available in September.   

 

4. Transition  

Families were informed of new class groups for the academic year 2020-21 on 

Wednesday 24th June. It was then agreed that teachers would be in touch from 

Tuesday 1st September to discuss transition planning towards the first day of 

teaching, Tuesday 8th September. We are aware, however, that many families may 

http://www.castlehillschool.org.uk/summertransition
http://www.castlehillschool.org.uk/summertransition
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have a very clear idea of how they see transition of their child. If this is the case, we 

would be grateful if you would inform your class teacher as soon as possible to 

enable early planning.  

 

5. Attendance  

The usual rules on school attendance will apply from September.  

As stated above, we hope to provide outreach support for those unable to attend 

for medical reasons.  

 

6. Transport  
‘Pupils on dedicated school services do not mix with the general public on those journeys and tend to 

be consistent. This means that the advice for passengers on public transport to adopt a social distance 

of 2 metres from people outside their household or support bubble, or a ‘one metre plus’ approach 

where this is not possible, will not apply exclusively from the autumn term on dedicated transport’ (See 

DfE guidance above). 

The above statement suggests that school transport may run as normal. As stated 

previously, we will consult with you regarding your child’s needs for transition.  

 

Where possible we encourage families to provide their own transport.  

 

To enable school to cope with the possible increase in traffic we will implement 

separate drop off and pick up times for school transport and family transport. These 

arrangements will be confirmed during the week beginning 31st August.  

 

7. Holiday arrangements:  

School will be closed over the holiday period. The following contact numbers are 

available to parents in case of emergency:  

 

 

If families require assistance from school the following numbers are available every 

day between 9.00am and 4.00pm excluding weekends and Bank Holidays.  

 

School answer phone  

 

01484 544558. A message will be 

picked up by a member of the Senior 

Leadership Team.  

Steve Perren, Principal  07921 469888 

Dan Pearce, Deputy Principal (Primary 

Dept lead) 

07516 031519 

Ali Ley, Director of the Teaching School  07516 031513 

Alistair Macdonald, Assistant Principal  

(Sixth Form Dept lead) 

07546 304862 

Pippa Hinchliffe, Assistant Principal 

(Secondary Dept lead) 

07516 031524 

Kiersti Dickinson TLR (Primary Dept) 07516 031518 

Zoe Parker TLR (Sixth Form Dept)  07908 415753 

Sally Metcalfe  

Family Liaison, Outreach and Support  

07546 304811 
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Finally, we will all be aware that unforeseen circumstances can have an influence 

on planning and as such it will be prudent for everyone to keep this in mind during 

these unprecedented times.  

 

Please feel free to make further enquiries and present questions at any time 

regarding our COVID-19 strategy. Where queries cannot be resolved immediately by 

your child’s teacher further consultation with the Senior Leadership Team will follow.  

 

Thank you for your continued support and understanding. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 
 

Steve Perren  

 

(Principal) 


