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Message from the Principal
This half term our students have been 
learning about; ‘How Things Work’ and 
‘Machines’. As a result it’s been great 
to see everyone getting involved in lots 
problem solving activities. There are 
some great pictures in our Newsletter 
showing our Secondary students 
constructing and printing and our 
Primary students looking focused as they 
investigate how things float.
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Our school website:- www.castlehillschool.org.uk

A big well done to everyone for a half 
term full of fun and learning!
I hope everyone has a great break. 
We’ll see you all on the 26th February. 

Steve Perren
Principal
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After School Club
Our After School Club is starting up again on Tuesdays after the half term break. We are lucky to 
have our friends from Shabang! to help until the Summer half term, when we will then run sports 
and games sessions. The club runs in half-termly blocks, and although the places have been fully 
booked if you would like to be on the reserve list please inform the School Office.

Primary 2 have had a busy half 
term working on our topic ‘How 
Things Work’. We have been out 
and about both around school 
and Newsome village. In the 
village we have used the Pelican 
Crossings to keep us safe when 
crossing the roads and in school 
we have used the lift to take us 
upstairs to explore the Sixth Form 
and Secondary departments.

Primary 6 have been reading the story  
‘Mr Gumpy’s Outing’. We investigated which 
materials float in water and then made  
our own ‘boats’  
for the animals  
to sail in!

This half term in Secondary 2 
we have really enjoyed 
developing our maths skills. 
We have been threading 
string through bobbins 
and working on our shape 
recognition. Some of us 
have also been working on 
additions and subtractions 
using an iPad.

This term we have been enjoying 
exploring lots of different materials and 
textures using our senses. This included 
making marks in shaving foam, feeling 
the texture of corn flakes and smelling 
different foods.

In Primary 1 we have 
been thinking about ‘How 
Things Work’. We have 
enjoyed having footspas 
and feeling the vibrations.
We have also been 
exploring ‘out and 
about’. Some of us have 
been out for trips on the 
service bus. We caught 
the 319 outside school 
which took us around 
Newsome!  

Family Fruit Morning -This week we have been 
celebrating health eating by having a fruit week. 
Donations of fruit have kindly been made by  
families and First Choice, Bradford. Kirklees also  
gave a grant for us to buy fruit. The fruit has been  
delivered on a daily basis to the classes by the  
Student Council. On Wednesday  
parents were invited in for a Family 
Fruit Morning. This was a great  
success and well attended. 



Early Years 

Primary 3 

We loved meeting 
Nando, the PAT dog. 
We were all very gentle
with him and
enjoyed 
stroking and  
patting his 
nose. Hope to  
see you back 
in class soon
Nando!

Secondary 1 

This term Secondary 1 and their friends 
from Secondary 2 have really enjoyed 
being out on the bus exploring the 
different types of machines you can find 
in our local shops and garden centres.

Primary 5 

AFA In AFA we have really 
enjoyed using Numicon to 
help develop our numeracy 
skills. We have had lots of 
fun exploring things that 
can be connected and 
disconnected. We have 
made some great models. 

Secondary 3 This term in Secondary 3 we 
have been using our topic 
of ‘Machines’ to guide our 
experiences in creativity. 
Students have been using 
bubble wrap, bubbles and 
balls to create a variety of 
prints. During our extended 
provision we have been using 
junk modeling to create various 
machines including robots and 
washing machines.

Sixth Form 2 
Sixth Form held a Coffee 
and Cake afternoon last 
week. We invited our 
families and many of 
the services that we will 
enjoy when we leave 
school, such as day care 
provision, college and 
social care. 
We made the cakes in 
class and have been 
learning cafe skills over 
the last few weeks. 
Everyone enjoyed 
themselves and it gave 
our families a great 
opportunity to have an 
informal chat about the 
next stage in our lives.It 
was so successful we are 
going to start our own 
weekly cafe and invite 
our friends from around 
school.

Sixth Form 3 

Primary 4 

This half term, Primary 5 have 
been looking at the focus 
story ‘Mr Gumpy’s Outing’. We 
have been doing lots of work 
on symbol and whole word 
recognition. We have been 
listening to animal sounds, trying 
to guess which sound belongs 
to which animal. We have 
also been listening to the story 
and finding the corresponding 
animal to add to our boat.

In Primary 4 as part 
of our topic ‘How 
Things Work’we have 
been on a trip to  
Eureka. We had lots of 
fun exploring lights and  
sound. We also explored 
the role play area where  
we changed tyres on  
cars. 

Our topic for this term is ‘How Things 
Work’. We have been exploring 
different ways of moving. We have 
been exploring how things go round, 
painting and mark making with cars, 
balls and marbles. Our sensory story we 
have been exploring is ‘The Wheels on 
the Bus’, we enjoyed singing the song! In Sixth Form 3 this term we have been working hard developing 

our food preparation skills. Half of the group have been making 
sandwiches and the other half scrambled eggs on toast. The 
students have been working towards completing these processes 
independently, so they can hopefully cook up a storm at home.  
The favourite part of the lesson is enjoying their creations at the end, 
yummy!


