
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Registered in England & Wales, Company No. 10221189 

15-09-20 

 

Dear Parent/Carer  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate my ongoing gratitude for your 

support during this very challenging time. I also, specifically, wanted to update you 

regarding our plans regarding a return to school offer for your child. 

  

As you know we have been consulting with medical practitioners including 

paediatricians, infection control specialists and the Clinical Commissioning Group to 

ensure that we are compliant with Central Government COVID-19 Guidelines for 

safe working in educational settings.  

 

I have included the guidelines for your information:  

 

Safe working in education, childcare and children’s social care settings, including 

the use of personal protective equipment (PPE)  

What specific steps should be taken to care for children with complex medical 

needs, such as tracheostomies? 

There are a small number of medical procedures which increase the risk of 

transmission through aerosols (tiny droplets) being transferred from the patient to the 

care giver. These are known as aerosol generating procedures (AGPs). Within 

education and children’s social care settings, these are only undertaken for a very 

small number of children with complex medical needs, such as those receiving 

tracheostomy care. 

Staff performing AGPs in these settings should follow PHE’s personal protective 

equipment (PPE) guidance on aerosol generating procedures, and wear the 

correct PPE, which is: 

-a FFP2/3 respirator 

-gloves 

-a long-sleeved fluid repellent gown 

-eye protection 

The respirator required for AGPs must be fitted by someone trained to do so. This is 

known as ‘fit testing’. Staff in education and children’s social care settings who need 

support with fit testing should contact the appropriate health lead for the child or 

young person. This could be through either the Designated Clinical Officer for SEND 

for support from the local clinical commissioning group, or the lead nursing team at 

the health provider. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-infection-prevention-and-control/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-ppe#ppe-guidance-by-healthcare-context
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-infection-prevention-and-control/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-ppe#ppe-guidance-by-healthcare-context
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Children and young people should be taken from the classroom or shared area for 

any AGP to be carried out in a designated room with the doors closed and any 

windows open. If this is not possible, for example in children and young people who 

require sporadic care, such as urgent tracheostomy tube suction, individual risk 

assessments should be carried out. In all instances, efforts should be made to: 

ensure that only staff who are needed to undertake the procedure are present and 

that no other children or young people are in the room 

minimise clutter to make the process of cleaning the room as straightforward as 

possible 

clean all surfaces and ventilate the room following a procedure and before anyone 

not wearing appropriate PPE enters. Clearance of infectious particles after an AGP is 

dependent on the ventilation and air change within the room. For a room without 

ventilation, this may take an hour 

 

As a result of these ongoing consultations we have:  

-updated and amended your child’s risk assessment, we will be in touch in the near 

future to complete this with you 

-identified specific safe rooms for suctioning procedures to take place and 

subsequent disinfection measures to be competed  

-sourced training for fit testing FFP3 masks to be applied.  

 

Consequently, we hope to be able to offer each family 2 ½ days per week here at 

school in the near future. Please be reassured that we will also continue to offer 

outreach to enrich this process.  

 

In conclusion: 

-for those students with a tracheostomy, we will be in touch when the allocated 

rooms have been made fit for purpose.  

-for those students who benefit from deep suctioning, we will be in touch when 

allocated staff have been fit tested.     

 

Thank you for your patience and understanding in this matter.  

 

In the meantime, please don’t hesitate to contact your class teacher or any 

member of the SLT here at school if you have any questions regarding this process. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 

Steve Perren  

(Principal) 
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